
Real life can sometimes get in the way of creative pursuits, and that is 
certainly the case for singer-songwriter Bryan Hayes. Not only is he a musician 
with numerous successes, he is also a military veteran, and it was his service to the 
USA that sidelined his career for a couple of years. Deployment may have stalled his pursuits, 
but Bryan came back with a deeper perspective that he shares in his latest album Still Just a 
Man...10 Years Later. 

“There was a two-year window in 2009-10 when I 
was deployed to Iraq and I had to put the guitar in 
the closet. I was either at Fort Benning, Georgia 
training or in Iraq,” Bryan said. As you might 
imagine, the experience influenced his art. The 
subject matter in his writing now has more depth 
than before he was called to active duty. “I touch 
on God and politics a bit in this record.” 

Bryan admires the honesty in the songs of 
John Prine and Guy Clark, and he brought that 
same openness to his post-service writing and 
performances. “Sometimes that’s a tough row 
to hoe when you’re playing a lot of the smaller 
clubs like I do, but my songwriting heroes did the 
same thing. They were always open and honest, and I loved that about them,” 
he shares. With these new, more candid songs, Bryan’s faith is also on display. 
“I have always admired the fact that Billy Joe Shaver has the courage to sing 
about Christ in bars and clubs. I actually got to open for him in late 2014 and I 
thanked him for that.”

When he’s not writing or touring, Bryan is a producer and engineer at Farmhouse 
Recording Studio in Moscow, TN. The studio offers a relaxed, rural destination 
experience for indie musicians creating a record. It’s far enough from the big 

city to seem worlds away. A change of scenery 
and reasonable rates make Farmhouse an 
ideal choice for musicians. Plus, how many 
other recording studios can tout both top-notch 
equipment and an on-site fishing hole?

If you want to experience Farmhouse, but don’t 
have a song to record, head up Highway 57 to 
Moscow for the next Live at Farmhouse Studio 
event on Sunday, September 13. It’s a blend of 
an old fashioned pot-luck and songwriter night at 
the Bluebird Cafe. The family-friendly afternoon is 
BYOB and BYOD (dish to share). With horseshoes 
and live music, well, it just can’t get any more 
Americana than that. 

As for Bryan, he has a busy schedule traveling coast-to-coast, playing his songs 
that reveal his heart and his passion for music. “As the military tour started 
winding down, I picked up the guitar again in Mosul, Iraq and started writing 
again and reconnecting with music and realized how much I love and missed 
songwriting.” 

First with a tour in Iraq and now a USA tour for his newest record, Bryan Hayes’ 
art certainly imitates life.  
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