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Happy Independence Day!

Sweet Land 
of Liberty

Cowen Fams

You Pick or We Pick

BLACKBERRIES

17 Skyler Lane, Bradford, TN
731-234-3549

Open Monday - Saturday
8 :00am - 6 :00pm
Jam & Jelly Making Demo

Saturday, July 11th
11 :00am - 1:00pm

LACKBERRIE

Cowen

The main issue with 
the current system with 
green boxes dispersed 
at around 70 sites in the 
county is that people 
from out of county 
dispose of their waste 
in the boxes, which 
costs the county more 
money. Neal cited that 
Haywood County brings 
in more garbage than 
Carroll County, which 
holds twice the number 
of houses in Haywood. 
Placing convenience 

centers at so few sites in 
the county would cause 
people to travel further 
to dispose of their waste. 
For house-to-house pick 
up, Mayor Franklin Smith 
stated that there are too 
many miles and too few 
houses to affordably 
maintain garbage pick-
up in Haywood County. 
The only feasible option 
for house-to-house pick-
up would be to partner 
with two other counties 
and to contract with a 

third-party provider. 
Neal summed up the 
issue of finding a 
solution in saying, “I 
really think garbage 
is a more passionate 
issue than taxes.” In the 
meantime, the committee 
is waiting for the Solid 
Waste Committee to 
bring a definite number 
for the increased fees, 
speculated to be a $2 
monthly increase per 
household and a possible 
$4 increase in the rate at 
the transfer station. 

The Budget Committee 
plans to finish meetings 
in July.

County Budget continued...

BY BREANNE SILLS
newsdesk@statesgraphic.com

Last Saturday night, 
Bryan Hayes stopped 
by his hometown 
Brownsville during his 
coast-to-coast tour. 
Brownsville residents 
filled the living room 
of Bob and Martha Lyle 
Ford’s Faith, Hope, and 
Love House for a house 
concert. Hayes both 
writes and performs his 
music, which falls in the 
Americana genre. Three 
members of his band the 
Retrievers accompanied 
Hayes. With friends 
and family in the room, 
Hayes transparently 
shared his life, telling 
the stories behind 
the songs he wrote. 
Hayes often referenced 

his experiences in 
Brownsville as the 
foundation for who 
he is, which inspires 
his  music.  “I t ’s 
like a reunion or a 
homecoming for me. So 
thank you for having 
us,” stated Hayes. The 
concert, with such a 
small audience, was 
perfect for audience 
interaction, and Hayes 
encouraged guests to 
sing along, teaching 
them some of the songs 
from his new album 
“Farther Down the 
Line.” Hayes also gave 

glimpses of his military 
tour in Iraq, which 
shaped part of this 
album. In fact, Hayes is 
donating the proceeds 
from his single “I Wanna 
Run” to the Wounded 
Warrior Project.

“The house concerts 
are by far my favorite 
to play,” stated Hayes. 
With feet tapping in 
place of drums and 
smiles on every nodding 
head, the audience 
connected with this 
Brownsville native who 
now shares his music 
with the nation.

Hayes shares his stories
with his hometown
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Bryan Hayes stopped by Bob and Martha Lyle Ford’s home for a “house 
concert” while on the road for his coast-to-coast tour. Pictured below, left 
to right: Bryan Hayes, Martha Lyle Ford and Bob Ford.

BY APRIL JACKSON
Originally published in 
our sister paper, The 
Humboldt Chronicle

She’s a mother of 
two, a housewife from 
Medina, a humorous 
blogger and an aspiring 
best selling author.

Susannah B. Lewis 
is making waves and 
having a great time 
doing it. She writes as 
she speaks, weaving 
articles and story lines 
in her own smart-
southern-girl way. 

A West Tennessee 
girl who hails from 
Brownsville, Lewis has 
been writing since she 
was eight.

“Writing is cathartic, 
like running, it clears 
my head,” she said last 
week. She had almost 
stopped writing as a 
young mother of two 
active, young children. 
But when she was 28, 
she began again in 
earnest, entering short 
stories online and 
winning some acclaim 
and then, some awards 
as well.

She’s published her 
first book, well, the 
first one she’s tried to 
publish. She still has 
several manuscripts 
packed away. Titled 
“Ten Years Taken”, 
the tome has garnered 
very positive reviews 
on Amazon. For a first 
book, it’s doing really 
well. Locally, she sold 
over 300 copies in just 
10 days. Kindle sales 
were nearing 200 when 
this article was written.

“And it would make 
a good movie,” said 
Lewis. “I’m trying to get 
in touch with Bradley 
Cooper,” she laughs. 
Cooper is the handsome 
actor who starred in 
“American Sniper” this 
year.

Until this book, most 
of her writing has been 
quite whimsical and 
she admits to being 
a clown in her youth. 
Yet she also presents 
situations filled with 
ironic lessons, poignant 
memories and sweet 
grief as she muses on 

her growing children 
and her own life 
journey. But the book 
“Ten Years Taken” isn’t 
playful. It’s the story 
of a young mother 
kidnapped and taken to 
another state to become 
the wife of a rich and 
powerful man. 

She was chosen as 
a Voices of the Year 
award recipient for 
literary non-fiction from 
BlogHer, a publishing 
network for bloggers 
who create content 
and conversations with 
women. She was among 
75 bloggers chosen for 
composing the best 
posts of the year.

Her writing has also 
appeared on a number of 
other websites. She’s a 
freelance writer with her 
work being published on 
hahasforhoohas.com, 
huffingtonpost.com and 
others. Her own blog site 
is whoasusannah.com.

“ I t ’ s  g e t t i n g 
exciting now,” she 
says of her success. 
“It’s overwhelming 
b u t  w o n d e r f u l l y 
overwhelming.”

She and husband, 
Jason Lewis, are the 
parents of nine-year-old 
Natalie Ann and five-
year-old Bennett. She is 
the daughter of Susan 
and the late Billy Brown 
Joyner of Brownsville. 
Husband, Jason, is the 
son of Kristi Walker 
Harris of Humboldt.

A fan of the South’s 
classic writers, she 
began again in earnest 
when her godfather, 
Charles Douglas, died. 
After selling some short 
stories and creating 
whoasusannah.com, 
editors began finding 
her.

“I get paid to be funny 
on the Internet!” she 
says laughing happily. 
“It’s what I was meant 
to do.”

The following is an 
excerpt from one of 
Susannah Lewis’ latest 
blogs “Bad Student. 
Bad, Bad Student.” On 
whoasusannah.com:

I’d always gotten 
along with my teachers, 
and often times been the 

teacher’s pet, but I knew 
on the first day of ninth 
grade Biology that the 
instructor and I were like 
Dulcolax and Lunesta. 
We just didn’t mix.

Why? Well, I discovered 
a tick crawling on my 
arm during class, and I 
promptly spazzed. I was 
about to set it on fire 
with a Bunsen burner, 
but Mrs. Biology stopped 
me.

“Susannah, that’s 
a living thing. Do you 
really want to destroy a 
living thing?”

“If it wants to suck 
my blood and give me 
the Lyme, then yes, Mrs. 
Biology, I would like to 
destroy it.”

“Detestable!”
“Gesunndheit.”
“Release it outside!”
“Excuse me? You want 

me to release this tick 
outside?”

AS her face turned 
an unsightly shade of 
crimson and a vein 
bulged in her forehead, 
she sternly pointed to 
the door. I carried the 
tick, the blood-sucking 
ectoparasite, outside to 
release it into the wild so 
that it could live a long 
and happy life giving 
people Rocky Mountain 
Spotted Fever. (I carried 
it out on a sheet of 
notebook paper, because 
well, it’s a tick, not a 
puppy.)

After I thumped the 
disgusting disease-
carrying little fella 
onto the grass, I looked 
aroung to make sure Mrs. 
Biology wasn’t observing 
me, and I stomped my 
Eastland loafer on it. I’m 
pretty sure stomping on 
a tick doesn’t actually 
kill it, but it made me 
feel better.

Mrs. Biology and I 
butted heads for the rest 
of the year.

I just couldn’t respect 
a person who demanded 
I spare the life of a blood-
feeder, and she couldn’t 
respect a 14-year-old who 
laughed every time she 
said, “spermatozoon.”

Read more from Lewis 
at huffingtonpost.com/
susannah-lewis or at 
blogher.com/myprofile/
whoasusannah.

Whoa Susannah!
Brownsville native publishes !irst book
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The Brownsville-Haywood Arts Council hosted 
its final Live on the Lawn event for the summer 
last Thursday. Before the music, the children 
at Live on the Lawn enjoyed fun activities, 
including a photo booth, glow bracelets and a 
painting opportunity. Kim the magician amazed 
the children and adults alike with his interactive 
magic tricks. To end the night, Bobby and Becky 
Stokely and Chris Turnage performed in front of 
the sizeable crowd.

Live on the Lawn fi nishes strong


