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VEtEran’S SalutE

Hometown veteran, Bryan Hayes, combines love of military, music and 
fitness to raise awareness and funds for Wounded Warrior Project.

Arthur Watts, 90, served in the Navy during World War II.

James Kerby served three years in the Army attached to an anti-aircraft 
artillery battalion. 

Nathan Outlaw, 88, served in the Army and National Guard for 20 years. He 
was the Company Commander in Brownsville.

Peter Baybeck served in the United States Marine Corps for four years.

Ronald Young was drafted into the Army for two years, stationed at Camp 
Gordon in Augusta, Georgia.

Ronnie Thomas, 65, served in the National Guard for 33 years.

Russell Taliaferro, 92, West Point graduate served in the United States Air 
Force.

Col. James B. “Brad” Bishop. Colonel Bishop brings over 30 years of military 
experience in his new assignment with The Tennessee National Guard as the 
Commander of the 194th Engineer Brigade, headquartered in Jackson.

 Bryan M Hayes (1LT, 
U.S. Army Nation-
al Guard) served sev-
en years, including a 
tour in Iraq in 2010. He 
was assigned to Ten-
nessee’s 278th Armored  
Cavalry Regiment.
 In 2014, Bryan resigned 
his commission to pur-
sue a full-time career as 
a producer, engineer and 
touring songwriter. Upon 
leaving the Army, Hayes 
“felt a void and wanted 
to find a way to contin-
ue to serve.” This desire 
to remain connected to 
the military spawned the 
creation of the Team I 
Wanna Run fundraising 
initiative that raises mon-
ey and awareness for the 
Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect (WWP). According 
to Hayes, “We do this 
by creating, supporting, 
and participating in var-
ious entertainment and 
fitness events through-
out the country. These 
events are designed to 
educate, inspire, and 
strengthen communities, 
in addition to generating  
donations for WWP.”
 The Wounded War-
rior Project, as defined by 
their website, serves vet-

erans and active military 
who incurred service-con-
nected physical or mental 
injuries or illness on or 
after September 11, 2001 
as well as their families. 
The non-profit organi-
zation currently assists 
nearly 90,000 individuals 
free of charge; their mot-
to: “There are no dues 
here - those were paid on  
the battlefield.” 
 Bryan’s patriotism and 
adoration for his country 
are evident in the music 
he writes. His latest al-
bum, Farther Down the 
Line, gathered much in-
spiration from his tour in 
Mosul, Iraq. The album’s 
first single and namesake 
of his charity organiza-
tion, I Wanna Run, is a 
personal reflection of his 
time spent in combat. One 
hundred percent of all 
digital download sales are 
being donated to Wound-
ed Warrior Project.
 If you would like more 
information regarding 
Team I Wanna Run, how 
you can join the cause or 
how to incorporate Team 
I Wanna Run into one of 
your events, please con-
tact Bryan via his website: 
bryanhayesmusic.com.

Hayes assits Wounded Warrior Project

John D. Ashworth, Master Sergeant, (US Army Retired) served 21 years and is 
a Bronze Star recipient.

Bill Rawls, Jr. served 8 years in the US Army Reserves as an x-ray technician 
assigned to the 306th field hospital unit.

Sgt. Major Dwight Jones served 28 years in the United States Marine Corps 
in Infantry Special Operations and is a two-time recipient of the Bronze Star.

Sgt. First Class Nigel Peeples is a 25-year retired veteran of the Army and 
National Guard assigned specifically to the 3rd Armored Cavalry.

E8 First Sgt. William Boyd, bronze star recipient, served two years in the Army and 39 years 
in the Tennessee Army National Guard attached to the 1175th transportation company.

Chris Ritchie, E5 Construction Electrician second class, served 11 years in the 
Navy and Naval Reserves and is a recipient of the Purple Heart.


